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This study bridges literature and music at an exciting and controversial point offering the lover of music and literature 
and the specialist reader an insight into the relationship between Wagner s operas and the nineteenth century novel 
including comparisons with Rigoletto and Der Rosenkavalier in their evolution from other forms It discusses matters 
of genre and national tradition placing Wagner s works in the heritage of the European Enlightenment C Much of 
Wagner and the Novel is a delight to read Ridley a leading Germanist has that rare gift of writing as if he were talking 
to the reader directly with point and charm He is a fine literary critic as his superb analysis of the opening of Henry 
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